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every imposture, however incredible. ML Laurent
wrote to his daughter, Madame Pasteur, in a let-
ter dated from Lyons (June 6) : "It is being re-
ported here that the failure of Pasteur's process
has excited the population of your neighbourhood
so much that he has had to flee from Alais, pur-
sued by infuriated inhabitants throwing stones
after him." Some of these legends lingered in the
minds of ignorant people.

Pasteur's life was now over fulL He returned
to Paris at the beginning of October, and threw
himself into his work, his classes at the Sor-
bonne, the organization of his laboratory, some
further polemics on the subject of silkworm dis-
ease, and projected experiments for the following
year. This accumulation of mental work brought
about extreme cerebral tension.

As soon as he saw M. Gernez, he spoke to him
of the coming campaign of sericiculture, of his de-
sire to reduce his adversaries to silence by heap-
ing proof upon proof. Nothing could relieve him
from that absorbing preoccupation, not even the
gaiety of Bertin, who, living on the same floor at
the Ecole Normale, often used to come in after
dinner and try to amuse him.

On Monday, October 19, Pasteur, though suf-
fering from a strange tingling sensation of the
left side, had a great desire to go and read to the
Academic des Sciences a treatise by Salimbeni,
an Italian, who, having studied and verified Pas-